HEARD AND SEEN:

HOPE IN A NEW HOMETOWN

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, Week of Compassion has
continued to accompany individuals and
families affected by the war. Three years

into this conflict with no clear end in sight,

accompanying Ukrainian refugees is less
focused on temporary arrangements
while waiting to return home, and has
redirected to helping them more fully
integrate into neighboring regions, in
addition to supporting the communities
that are actively welcoming them.

Children and the elderly are especially
vulnerable when adjusting to new
environments. To enable integration

into the wider community, programs

are established as survivor- and
community-led responses (SCLR). Week
of Compassion’s partner, Hungarian
Reformed Church Aid, has distributed
micro-grants to refugee communities and
in their host communities in both Hungary

and Ukraine. This SCLR program's

goal is to embrace community-led
initiatives that foster lasting integration,
empowerment, social cohesion, and
resilience building. What does this look
like in real, everyday life?

In Budapest, the Ukrainian Space offers
after-school programs for primary

and secondary students, from arts

and crafts to Hungarian language
courses, from mathematics to cookie-
decorating! As their young lives have
been disrupted by war, these programs
provide an important place for children
to simply be together, for them to paint
and play and talk about their home,
their family, life in the place they left
and in the place they live now. In fact,
when some observant students noticed

Thank you to Reformed Church in Hungary for
these story details following a recent Week of
Compassion partner visit.
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serves as a healing space where
members share meals and support one
another, especially as they deal with
separation from their families. It allows
them to preserve their memories and
converse in their native language in

a new environment. This community
not only acknowledges their struggles
but also celebrates moments of joy,
providing a place to be seen and heard
amidst the brokenness and laughter.
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